CHAPTER I
EXPLANATION OF THE IDEA

This chapter explains, the idea underlying the expression
Millat al-Islam as a general designation of the various sects.
Before going into details it is necessary to say that those
who belong to Islam are divided in opinion in regard to
those to whom the general name of Millat al-Islam is given.
AM~l-Kasim al-Ka'bl * claims in his treatises, " When one
uses the expression Ummat al-Islam, it refers to1 everyone
who affirms the prophetic character of Muhammad, and the
truth of all that he preached, no matter what he asserted
after this declaration."   Others claim that Ummat al-Islam  !
comprises all who acknowledge the necessity o>f turning in
the direction of the Ka'bah in prayer.    The Karramiyah,
the Mujassimah (corporealists) of Khurasan, say that the
expression Ummat al-Islam comprises all those who enun-
ciate the two* parts of the creed.   They say everyone who
says, " There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is the
prophet of Allah," is verily a true believer, and belongs to
the Millat al-Islam, no matter whether he is sincere or in~|
sincere, hiding unbelief and heresy under this assertion.
Thus they claimed that those who were insincere in the time
of the prophet Allah were really believers, and that their
faith was like the faith of Gabriel and Michael and the
prophets and the angels, in spite of their joining treachery
to their profession of the two parts of the creed/   This

1 Haarbrucker's Translation, of Shahrastanl, vol. ii, p. 4xxx

2  Surah 49, v. 14.   Cf. Haarbriicker, Shahrastanl, vol. i, pp. 37-38-
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